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Bush
Eroding support
left president in
need of new issue

ByDANAMILBANK
The WashingtonPost

WASHINGTON - With Preadent
Bush's embrace yesterday of an
amendment to ban same-sex mar
riage, thecompassionate conservative
of2000has shown he is willing, if nec
essary, to rekindle the culture wars in
2004.

Bush's plan was to run for a second
term on the basis

ANALYSIS of his perform-
ance" as a war

leader and as a
tax cutter, eschewing divisive social is
sues as he did in 2000while campaign
ing as a 'Hmiter, not a dhider." But in
the end» Republican strategists said,
Bush had no choice but to change
course and add a highly charged cm-
tural issue at the center of the cam
paign.

Bush's conservative base of sup-
)ort, despite three years of cultivation,
lad grown restless over the budget
deficit, government spending and his
plan toliberalize immigration. At the
same time, he was on the defensive
over the economyand Iraq, and facing
an uncharacteristically unified Demo
cratic party. So when Massachusetts
and San Francisco agreed to allow
same-sex marriages, Bush felt a need
to respond to the criesof social con
servatives—even if it meant losingthe
support of some of the swing voters he
needs in November.

"Ultimately, I don't thinH he had
any choice," said Gaiy Bauer, a reli-
fious conservative who challenged

ush for the Republican nomination
in 2000."The presidenthas never real
ly shown an enthusiasm about the
wars over the culture.

"It would've been inconceivable
that a president so associated with tra
ditional values would have sat idly by
while marriage vvas being redefined.
He had to act,"Baueradded.

As a result, Bush is turning with
some reluctance to a technique nis fa
ther used in 1988, when issues such as
thePledge ofAllegiance, flag desecra
tion, WillieHorton and the American
Civil Liberties Union competed with
the usual nux of nation^ security and
economic concerns.

Such social issues -^ abortion,
prayer, patriotism, homosexuality and
popular culture — have often worked
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The issuies at a glance

"rfTTieConstittitipnprt^^^^^ an amendment can
eitherby Congress with atwb-thirdsmajority vote In boththe
and Senate, or by a constitutional conventioncalled for by two-thirds
of the state legislatures. So far, none of the 27 amendments to the .
Constitutonhas been propos^ byconstitutional conyentipn.

In^the^se ofa-congressionai ❖ote, after passage intheform of
a joint resolution, the archivist of the United States submits the
proposed amendment to the states for their consideration. —

• A proposed amendment becomes part of the Constitution Ifit is
ratified by three-fourths, or 38, of the 50 states.

Where same-sex marriage stands:
• No U.S. stateyetrecognizes sam^sex marriages'̂ However, the'

Massachusetts Suprenie Judicial Colirt ruled l^t yearthatth^state'
constitution did not bar such m^ages and ordered the state to
begin recognizing them as of May 17.

• Among other states, Vemiont has gone furthest by instituting
civil unions, which, at the st^e level, extend marriage-like rights and
responsibilities to same-sex couples. California, Hawaii and N^w
Jersey also grant various stat^level spousal rights to same-sex
CQuple§ registered as domestic partners.

• In San Francisco, more than 3,200 same-sex couples have been-.
mamed since Mayor Gavin Newsom decided to give out the licenses
Feb. 12. However, state officials are moving to overturn those
manlages.

• In Cleveland Heights^ Ohio, the nation's first'voter-approved
domestic-partner registry went into effect in January. However, the
recognition is not binding on courts, governments or employers —.
and is being challenged in a lawsuit.

• Same-sex mam'ages are recognized in the Netherlands, Belgium
and parts of Canada; many Western European countries have some
form of civil unions.

— The Associated Press

to the OOP's advantage by mobilizing
the partisans.

"This .is an attempt, probabfy sue-,
cessful, io mak^ sufe their,base, re '̂
mains with them," said Deiriocratic
poDstef Staiil^Gfitenberg. Thestrat
egy will still be a "net positive" for
Bush, he said, but won't work as well
as it did in 1988.

"The cultural war gets you to even,

tween a man and a woman" but sup
ports "civil unions"and believesdeci
sions oh same-sex marriage should be

a wedge."
"^But if the move made Democrats

uneasy, a Senate Republican with ties
to the religious conservative move
ment said "the last placrBush wattted

but itdoesn't get you to aBush-Duka- to be" atthis time ^e electoral (^cle
kis election^ Because the country is was woping his base ofsupport.

. more diverse and more tolerant.".
Greenbeig said.

Democratswereah^dysqiiinhing
yesterday after Bush's announcement.
Sen. John Ken^ D-Mass.. the Demo-

He should be coasting on being
thewarpresident anddeUverer oftax
cuts; Instead, he has to take a dh^h^e
role on a contentious social is^eithat

^R-Texas, while^applauding Bu^'s
' "moral leadership^ison the i^e, said
-' "we're notgoing to take a knee-jerk
;reactiontothis.We'afegoingtolookat'
^our options andw^'aregoingtobede
liberative about^hat solutionsVe
•maysuiggest." ' i' :• " " ^

Rep.^avid Dreier, R-Calif., saidhe
is "not supportive" of an amendment
and suggested the mattei* go through
the courtsy^em^t ^ •

This reticence is not surprising,
said Andrew Kohut, whose nonparti-

• san Pew Research Center hasi^ed
extensively about homosexual mar
riage.

While recent polls, includinga new
Washington Post-ABC survey, show
majoritiejs wpos.e the concept, the
public isdMoedontheneedfora con
stitution^ amendment. It ^ked ^3
oiitof24policy prioriti^ in a January
Pew poll.

At the same time, Kohut said,
"there are a f^ir numberof swingvot
ers who take a libertarian point of
view, and if ^epublic^ are seen as
taking rights away, it's not a good
thing.^ . .

In the 2000 campaign. Bush him
selfopposed federal intervention on
the subject, saying in a Feb. 15 inter
view with CNN's Larry King that
states "can do what they want to do"
on same-sex marriage.

Vice President Dick Chenw, simi
larly, said in 2000 that "I don t think
there should necessarily be a federal
policy in this area."

Republican pollster DavidWinston
said Bush likelywould have preferred
to let the issue m^ itsway through
the courts, but the San Francisco sit
uation "forcedhis hand"byinfuriating
conservatwes.

Thou^ Bush's opposition tosame-
sex marriage has the support of the
"overwhelming majority of Ameri-

„ cans," Winston said, such social issues
left to the states. Kerry also com- can mutate in unpredictable ways,
plm^ that Bush Vasjti^^ to dr^*: "It's.a .veiy difficult balance," he said.

•" ' Already, some conservathres are
pushihg Bush to go further by backing
an amendment that outlaws civH
unions, too.
' 'In the last couple of months the

bas^ha£^been l}yngry for moral lead
ership tocome j|^of*^iie White House
and was urging'himto do something
strong like he didtod^," saidRobert
Knight, director of the Concerned
Women for America's Culture and

coiild imdercut him a companion-' Family Institute.
cratic frontruiuier to beBush's ;^No-i ^ conservative," the senator ^d.^ . But Knight said conservatives will

Vcou^ed his'sm--') -f:Concernwasevidentiifsdmeofavember opponent.
nouncement that hewould oppose the

.amendment with maiQr qualifiers.
Hesaidihe

- .V

balk if Busfi sandion^tm amendment
.public caution voiced ^es^'^oMngchil uiiio^^"preatingcoun-
. yestenlay on CapitolHiH. %•- terfeits by any name-hurts the realr 4uaimciD» ^ vu v—; ' veil

'marriage isbe- ' ^House Majoifly^dei'TdtftD^y,^^


